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School Mission Statementxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
South Olive Christian School provides quality, Christ-centered 
education for all who desire it, regardless of a family’s income level, 
equipping students to use their unique gifts and talents to serve and 
flourish in God’s Kingdom.  
 
Our Athletic Philosophy     xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
 Each student is gifted with talents that God has equipped them with. It is 
our goal here at SOCS to help students discover and develop those talents 
to glorify God.  
Participation in sports is a phenomenal way for students to be a servant of 
God’s kingdom to not only their own teammates but the teams and the 
competitors they come in contact with as well. In Matthew 5:14-16 it says:  
 

"Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven. nor does 
anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, 
and it gives light to all who are in the house. 
 

There are many benefits to participating in school athletics that can be 
used as a tool for being a light and furthering God’s kingdom here on earth. 
 
Practice Length/Days        xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
For most sports, practices typically run Monday-Thursday from 
3:45-5:00/5:15.Wednesday practices will end promptly at 5:15, so we do 
not interfere with any church night activities.  
Practices will be held for outdoor sports as long as weather permits.  
Indoor practices will held as long as the weather outside is permitting (i.e: 
winter time).  
The call to cancel practice will typically be by noon, unless something 
severe arises after that time period. The students who attend SOCS will 
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call home to let their parents know, and the athletic director will call, text, or 
email to notify the homeschool families that participate in our athletics.  
 
 
 Practice Event and Guidelines    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Students who miss more than half a school day are not permitted to 
practice or play in a game on that day without special permission from the 
administrator and the athletic director. 
The actions of coaches, players, and fans should be uplifting and 
encouraging at all times. Galatians 5:22-24 provides us with 
encouragement to be positive witnesses of Christ.  
 

But the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have 
crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.  
 

Galatians 5:22-24 
 
Games where we are leading by a large amount, coaches will respectfully 
not run up the score. It is important to think about how our actions not only 
reflect us at South Olive Christian School, but how they affect the opposing 
team. At all times, it is our goal for coaches and players to model Christ-like 
behavior.  
The discussion between a coach and an official should be limited to 
discussion of rule interpretation only. At no point should the coach question 
a judgement call that is made by the official. It is important to understand 
that the officials are the God-given authority at the athletic events that we 
take part in.  
If at any point a player or coach receives a yellow card, technical foul, 
ejection, or any other sportsmanship related foul the athletic director must 
be notified.  
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It is very important to SOCS that our behavior consistently reflects Jesus 
Christ. This is applicable to coaches, players, and fans as well. Before a 
conflict arises it is important to ask ourselves “How are my actions going to 
be perceived by those around me?” and “Will Jesus Christ shine through 
the words that are spoken and the actions that are displayed?” 
 
Injury                                  xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
A player will be excused from practice if they are injured. If the injury is 
severe, a doctor’s note will be required for the student to be able to 
participate in the rest of the season. 
If at any point a player becomes unconscious, he or she may not continue 
to play and must get a doctor’s note in order to continue in future athletic 
events.  
 
Responsibility of Coaches/Parents                           xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Assistant coaches are permitted for all sports, but must be approved 
through the athletic director. It is important that an assistant coach is a 
strong representation of who we are at South Olive Christian School and 
who we represent, Jesus Christ.  
Parent drivers are required for every away game. If you are not able to 
drive for an away game, we require that you work the concessions stand at 
our home games. There will be sign up sheets for each of these events 
prior to the athletic season in the office. For games that take place at New 
Era or Grant, the parent driver must be able to transport students to 
Mcdonalds (in Whitehall and Coopersville) after each game. If you are not 
able to drive or work the concessions stand please communicate with the 
athletic director. If you are unable to work your time slot at the concessions 
or unable to drive to a game it is your responsibility to find someone to 
cover for you.  
 
Responsibility of Student Athletesxxxxxxxxxx xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Students must maintain a C or higher average in all academic courses in 
order to maintain their eligibility to play in school related sports. If at 
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anytime the student is not maintaining a C or higher average, the student 
will not be able to participate in practices or games until the grade is 
brought back up to meet the standards to play.  
Students must also maintain Christ-like behavior throughout the school day 
in order to participate in SOCS athletics. If at any point the principal 
communicates with the coaches that behavior of a student has not met the 
guidelines to play, the athletic director will communicate with the coach the 
time frame in which the student is not allowed to participate in the sporting 
event. 
 
Practice/Game Attendancexxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Games/Practices may only be missed because of: 

- Injury 
- Family Emergency 
- School Conflict 

Athletes should notify their coaches as soon as possible to let them know 
the dates in which they may not be able to attend a game.  
If a student is not present for the last half of the school day, the student is 
not able to participate in the game. 
Students may not start a game if they have not participated in the previous 
days practice. (Unless due to reason stated above) 
 
 
 
 
Conflict Resolutionxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
We strongly believe that when conflict arises it is important to take 24 hours 
to confront an issue. We strive to avoid heat of the moment conversations 
where emotions may cloud Jesus being the center of all we do and the 
words that we speak. This applies to coaches amongst coaches, coaches 
amongst referees, parents amongst coaches,and vise versa.Colossians 
3:17 exemplifies just what it is that we want the core of our actions and 

 
5 



 

words to be. It reads, “And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative 
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father.” 
 
Athletic Feesxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
All SOCS students athletic fees are included within their tuition. 
Homeschool families must pay a fee of 25 dollars per sport, per child in 
order to participate in athletics.  
If a student fails to turn in their jersey or uniform for any sport, a 10 dollar 
fee with be charged for soccer, volleyball, and softball. A 25 dollar fee will 
be charged for basketball.  
 
Playing Timexxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Playing time for all sports will be based on the student’s effort at practice. It 
is important to acknowledge that it is not simply based on skill level. It is up 
to the coaches to determine the effort given at practice and apply that to 
playing time for the students.  
If there is any concern with a child’s playing time, it is important that the 
parent contact the coach in a calm and collected manner, remembering to 
be a representation of Jesus Christ through every word they speak. 
Ultimately the coach will make the decision of how to move forward with the 
comments and concerns the parent had.  
 
Parents Code of Conduct    xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Parents are to give full support of their child, the coaches, officials, and 
other players.  
Parents should not get verbally arrogant or angry at anytime, and may be 
asked to leave the premises if this occurs.  
 
Transportationxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
There will be 3 away games for each sport except volleyball. We play at 
New Era, Lamont, and Grant. For New Era and Grant we depart from 
school promptly at 2:30. We also stop at Mcdonalds in Whitehall and 
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Coopersville after playing those two schools. We leave school at 3:00 when 
we play Lamont. 
It is very important that we have enough drivers to transport the kids to and 
from each game. You must be able to get kids to the game, to Mcdonalds, 
and back to school. 
Please ensure that all students are buckled safely and no one is left without 
a seatbelt or double buckled with another person.  
 
Concessions                        xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
The concessions stand will be open for home games during both the boys 
and the girls game. The concessions snacks and drinks will be provided by 
the athletic director, but it is the responsibility of the person working to set 
them up and be ready to open by 4:00. All parents must sign up to either 
drive to an away game, or work the concession stand at a home game.  
Please ensure that the stand is packed up and put away in the appropriate 
place in the kitchen, and the money is turned into the athletic director 
immediately following the game. 
 
New Students                        xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx   xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Students who arrive in the middle of a sports season will be given the 
opportunity to join a team. The student must participate in practice for a 
week before participating in a game. 
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SOCS Commitment Form For Athletes, Parents and Fans 

As an athlete, coach, parent or fan, I acknowledge the following: 
 

1. SOCS Athletics is part of the mission of SOCS, which reads in part, 
“Christ-centered education…. Equipping students to use their unique gifts 
and talents to flourish in the Kingdom of God.” 
 
2. As a Christian athlete, coach, parent or fan I am called first as a 
Christ-follower to demonstrate attitudes and actions that respect and honor 
all others as image-bearers of God Himself. 
 
3. Referees and officials are the God-given authority over athletic contests 
and are to be actively welcomed and honored in fulfilling that role. 
 
4. At all home athletic contests athletes, parents, coaches, and fans are to 
demonstrate hospitality to all visiting athletes, coaches, parents and fans by 
welcoming and honoring their presence at our school. 
 
5. My call to Christian witness is NOT dependent on the behavior or actions 
of others, including referees or other athletes, coaches, parents or fans. 
The actions or attitudes of others cannot detract from my Christian witness. 
 
6. An athletic contest involves two teams striving for excellence in a 
competitive setting. While only one will achieve victory, it is our duty to 
encourage and promote the success of all participants, regardless of the 
team they represent. 
 
Signed:______________________________________________________ 
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